We welcome you in Villa Aphrodite; we regularly create amazing new
memories here and are certain that, you too, will spend an
unforgettable time. The villa and garden were designed by Gabriela
which has carefully chosen every piece of furniture, every item of decor,
every plant and every tree. We wanted the home and garden to connect
seamlessly and for every area to be a haven of relaxation and well
being. The pool, it’s waterfall and it’s bar set, not along but truly
within the garden will allow you to decompress while enjoying the
fantastic Greek weather. After falling in love with Crete ourselves, we
chose to open our doors and welcome others to do the same. We have
outlined some of our favourite things to do on this island further in this
booklet and invite you to explore Crete for yourselves and discover all
the wonders it has to offer.
Eat, drink, love!
Welcome home!
Family Mougel

We would love to receive some feedback about your stay with us, please send us a review at
aphrodite@familymougel.eu or via your booking channel (HomeAway, Airbnb, Booking or other)
Your feedback will help us improve our services and ensure you have everything you need if
you ever choose to visit us again.
http://aphrodite.familymougel.eu

House Rules
The most important rule: Enjoy every day, forget your worries, relax and have fun!
Please,
1. Secure all doors and windows when you are not in the property.
2. Turn off lighting & air-conditioning when you vacate an area of the house. Remember to
turn off the lights of the garden & pool when you go to sleep.
3. Inform us of any breakages so we can repair or restock rapidly so that you, and the
following guests, can enjoy the house to its fullest.
4. Do not smoke inside the house; ashtrays are available at the bar for use outdoors.
5. Do not use anything made of glass inside the pool.
6. Do not flush sanitary products, tampons or baby/facial wipes in the toilet; this may cause
a blockage. Please do flush toilet paper.
7. Regularly dispose of all your rubbish in the large communal bins along the road.
8. At the end of your stay, please remove any leftovers in the kitchen and avoid leaving
dirty dishes.
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Important information
Wifi password
aphrodite

Garbage location
Large communal bins are available along the road. 350m from the house in either
direction.

Garden & Pool Light Switches
Between the glass wall and the cupboard in the entrance there are 4 light
switches to turn on the garden and the pool. These have writing on them
specifying what does what.

Bar Light switches
Far corner of the bar there is an electric box, please raise the two breakers on
the far left and one on the far right. Turning off other breakers may turn off the
fridge, music or Wifi outside please only toggle the three mentioned above.

Using the TV’s
Television is available in the living room and outdoor projected under the bar.
Guides are available in both locations.

Water
We do not recommend drinking the tap water.
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Welcome to the village of Sissi
Sissi is one of the few villages on the eastern side of Crete that hasn’t felt the influence
of the many tourists and holidaymakers that visit Crete every year. It remains a
charming little fisherman village with small shops, cafes, bars and tavernas where you
can experience the well-known Greek hospitality.
The most appreciated part of Sissi has to be its wonderful port, which looks like an
estuary or small river that runs into the sea, but is in fact a feature of natural beauty that
has been carved into the rock by the sea over the centuries.
The little port has its place in history; during the Cretan revolution the small port of Sissi
was hidden well enough to become an area where guns and munitions were offloaded
to arm the Lassithi rebels.
Sisi has a small sibling, a little deeper in the lands, called Epano Sissi. This little
traditional village has remained unspoiled by tourism and time.
The area of Sisi is conveniently located close to numerous places in eastern Crete. We
have outlined our favourites further in this booklet and hope they will help you spend an
amazing holiday. We invite you to explore the island and find all the other hidden gems!
➤ Top tip: The Happy Train is a great way to get a guided visit of Sissi’s immediate
surroundings. Tickets are available at the starting station in Sisi
(George +30 289 703 3700)

5

Supermarkets
FAISTOS (Φαιστος)
One of the most important supermarkets in Sissi
is Faistos where you can also find an ATM. You
will find it on the road parallel to the sea, almost
at the end of the village.
Distance: 2.9km
GPS: 35.305969, 25.515877

CHALKIADAKIS (Χαλκιαδάκης)
A bigger supermarket can be found in Malia on
Matheou Zachariadi Street, where you will also
find an ATM. From the main road of malia, turn
right at the main church crossroad, you will find
it 100m on the left hand side.
Distance: 7.4km
GPS: 35.284146, 25.460685

LIDL
A discount supermarket can be found just past
Hersonissos; drive through the whole town and
you will find in on the right hand side of the main
road.
Distance: 16.5km
GPS: 35.322523, 25.379916
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Speciality shops
Krivek Malia
Right next to Chalkiadakis you will find 2 seperate
shops named Krivek, the first is a fishmonger whereas
the second is a butcher where you will also find
numerous other items “en gros”.
Distance: 7.4km
GPS: 35.284032, 25.460540

Fresh Fish Shop Malia
This traditional fishmonger in Malia is the village’s traditional seller and sells straight from local
fishermen. You can find various types of local fish.
Distance: 7.2km
GPS: 35.283502, 25.461746

Spar (Select) Hersonissos
If you are searching for something a little specific that
you can’t find in other supermarkets, Spar may supply
what you need. It can be found just at the entrance of
Hersonissos, vis-a-vis from Star-Beach on the left
hand side.
Distance: 13.5km
GPS: 35.306399, 25.404135
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Restaurants
Liofito - Sissi
A farm style taverna where you eat in the olive
groves, it is located on the main road of Sissi. Live
music, cretan dances, child friendly. The owners
are very friendly & will do their best to make your
night special. We recommend something off the
barbecue.
+30 284 150 0030
Distance: 1.6km
GPS: 35.304072, 25.525177

Neromilos - Sissi
The setting of this restaurant seems to come
out of a fairy-tale. Not only will the garden
enchant you, but the Greek traditional dishes
will also delight your senses. For sure the
children will have their attention drawn by the
watermill. We recommend the bekri mezze.
+30 697 203 1277
Distance: 1.6 km
GPS: 35.303656, 25.525520

Paradosiako - Sissi
Excellent taverna for seafood and fish with a
beautiful view of the sea. Can be found in Sisi by
the port. We recommend the grilled octopus.
+30 284 107 1149
Distance: 2.4km
GPS: 35.309167, 25.519848
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Amelia Taverna - Sissi
Lovely restaurant with relaxing atmosphere and
delicious local food. Every Thursday they are
organizing greek nights. Try the lamb chops and
you will not be disappointed.
+30694 062 6311
Distance: 2.9 km
GPS: 35.306174, 25.516257

Kalesma - Malia
In the old town of Malia, this small restaurant is
located in a traditional stone building. The food is
more than tasty, quick service and if you are lucky,
you can even have a table next to the fireplace. It
is a good location, whether the weather is good or
bad. We recommend you take many small mezzes
and share around the table.
+30 289 703 3125
Distance: 7.4km
GPS: 35.281727, 25.463899

Odas Taverna - Malia, Old Town
Odas Taverna is a lovely traditional Greek Taverna
situated in Malia old village, tables are placed in a
court yard surrounded by beautiful Bougainvillea
vines, next to Agios Ioannis Church. The food is
incredible tasty, you can choose between a variety of
meats, fish or vegetarian dishes, all cooked in a
traditional cretan way. The staff is very friendly and
the service is fast.
+30 2897 033 257
Distance 7.4km
GPS: 35.282603, 25.461519
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Zorbas Taverna & Pizzeria - Malia
Mathaio and Tess welcome you in their family
taverna with fantastic traditional dishes which will
enchant your tastebuds. We recommend you the
Cretan chicken dish or you can try the best pizza in
town. Beautiful food made by beautiful people.
+30 2897 032433
Distance: 7.2 km
GPS: 35.282948, 25.464008

Dichalo (Διχαλο) - Hersonissos
Located in the old village of Agriana, Dichalo is a
family run restaurant. The atmosphere is very
friendly and the food is fantastic, traditional Cretan
dishes, mezze and grilled meat. If you love to be
far from the crowds or you are a meat fan, this is
the place! We cannot recommend the steak
enough! The menu is only in greek but they will
help you with pleasure. Open from 19:30 until the
last client (except Sundays they open at 13:00).
Closed on Tuesdays.
+30 693 896 3121
Distance: 19.8km
GPS: 35.309143, 25.347594

Zaeri Cretan Creative Cuisine Hersonissos
In the very center of the port of Hersonissos you
will find this elegant restaurant reaching over the
sea and giving you a fantastic view. They serve a
modernised Cretan food with many interesting
mixes of international & Cretan food. We
recommend the octopus.
Distance: 15.8km
GPS: 35.321583, 25.391614
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Family Trips
Amazonas Park
An animal park specialized in protecting
endangered parrots. The park grew up quickly by
adding other types of animals as monkeys
(macaques and lemurs), turtles, rabbits, donkey
and even butterflies (a separated area). Tours in
the monkeys enclosure are available every hour.
+30 695 861 4048
www.apasg.org
Distance: 17.8km
GPS: 35.268627, 25.630149

Star Beach
Star beach is one of the most famous seaside
waterparks on Crete offering sandy beaches, water
sports, bungee-jumping, pools and slides for adults
and children. Restaurants, massage tables, fish
spa, diving instructors can be found inside the
park.
+30 289 702 9351-4
www.starbeach.gr
Distance: 13.3km
GPS: 35.307014, 25.407269

AcquaPlus
Acqua Plus is one of the first waterparks in Crete,
for twenty years now it offers great fun and good
services to its clients. It is located on the way to
Kastelli, 5 km from Hersonissos, just next to the
golf course.
+30 694 400 0044
www.acquaplus.gr
Distance: 19.9km
GPS: 35.288926, 25.365846
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Crete Golf Club
An 18-hole golf course, established in 2003 and
fully redesigned in 2015, is an important
establishment in the international golf circuits. You
will also find a golf academy, a range and a club
where you can have a great coffee and snack. A
shop is available where you can rent or buy the
equipment or just bring back home souvenirs such
as t-shirts, golf balls or other accessories.
+30 289 702 6000
www.cretegolfclub.com
Distance: 20.0km
GPS: 35.290279, 25.359661

WaterCity
Located in Anopolis, this waterpark gives you the
chance to relax and tan by the pools, have fun on the
many slides and games, explore the park or just refill
your batteries in one of the many restaurants or bars
in the zone.
+30 281 500 0200
www.watercity.gr
Distance: 33.7km
GPS: 35.311174, 25.250534

Dinosauria
An outdoor museum set on 16.000 sqm of lush
garden. Many attractions such as the 50 species of
dinosaurs in natural height with sounds and
movements, the 5D and 7D cinema, the dinosaur
hospital and a planetarium. The children will love
this tour.
+30 281 033 2089
www.dinosauriapark.com
Distance: 27.5km
GPS: 35.326794, 25.287571
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CretAquarium
The universe of the Mediterranean sea, gathered in
this aquarium, will capture the attention and the
interest of everybody. Many interesting fish species
may be found here along with a virtual tour. An
experience not to be missed.
+30 281 033 7788
www.cretaquarium.gr
Distance: 28.6km
GPS: 35.332346, 25.282461

Labyrinth
Enjoy an original, interactive and fun day for all the
family!
The famous legend of the Minotaur is set on 1.200
sqm and invites you to lose yourself in the world of
heroes, tragedies, trojan horse and of course the
labyrinth.
+30 289 702 9297
www.labyrinthpark.gr
Distance: 19.4km
GPS: 35.294821, 25.357344

Arion Stables
The stables are the perfect place to enjoy and ride
horses in a beautiful area. A german-greek couple
will be your guides during the visit where you will
find 2 riding arenas, paddocks, stables, a children's
playground, a lot of farm animals, turtles, tortoises
and guinea pigs. A taverna ran by Mama Maria can
be found for when you need a break for snacks
and tasty local food. If you would like a horse ride,
you should book before.
+30 697 373 3825
www.arionstables.com
Distance: 19.6km
GPS: 35.319415, 25.357778
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Nautilus - Glass Bottom Boat
A glass bottom boat which allows you to live a
diving experience through a glass and offers you
one hour tour of sea life, caves and beautiful
beaches.
+30 693 605 1186
www.semi-submarine.gr
Distance: 28.8km
GPS: 35.191563, 25.720627

Black Rose (Pirate) Boat
A great experience with the pirates of the Aegean
Sea, good music and good food (bbq) mixed with a
refreshing break in the turquoise waters of the bay
of Saint George. The boat leaves at 12:00 from
Hersonissos and travels between the different
towns.
+30 698 012 0580
Distance: 15.9km
GPS: 35.322502, 25.392089
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Beaches
Bufos Sisi
A beach of pebbles and sand, it is very close to the
villa and offers many services such as a beach bar,
deck chairs and showers. The beach also hosts
parties regularly in the night; ask the staff for the
details if you are interested.
Distance: 1.7km
GPS: 35.308409, 25.527557

Potamos Malia
The nearest sandy beach is Potamos, it is a beautiful
blue flag beach stretching over 700m. The beach is well
maintained and offers deck chairs, umbrellas and
showers. A restaurant named Kalyva overlooks the
beach and offers fantastic Cretan food since 1964;
perfect for a delicious meal after a day of swimming.
Distance: 5.4km
GPS: 35.296256, 25.486152

Stalis Beach
Half way between Malia and Hersonissos, you will
find Stalis, this little town has one of the longest
and most beautiful beaches in the area. It is very
well equipped with everything you could want and
host many fantastic bars & restaurants. We
particularly recommend Beachcomber which offers
fabulous fresh sea-food.
Distance: 10.3km
GPS: 35.292686, 25.434280
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Voulisma
One of the most beautiful and appreciated beaches in
the area, with shallow turquoise waters and white sand.
The beach is equipped with sunbeds, umbrellas,
lifeguards and a taverna. It is very popular during the
high season, we recommend to arrive early in the
morning to find a parking place. You can try also the left
side coves, very picturesque. Located 12 km south of
Agios Nikolaos in the settlement of Istron.
Distance: 38.8km
GPS: 35.125288, 25.744422

Saradari Beach
Below the church of St George in Hersonissos you will
find a small beach hidden between the cliffs. This beach
is often overlooked by tourists as you only have 2 ways
to access it, trek down the rocks or swim to it. Along the
cliff you will find small caves which you can swim to and
this beach is ideal for snorkeling as there are often
many fish in this area. A very good seafood restaurant
called Saradari is available just above the beach.
Distance: 18km
GPS: 35.334974, 25.384407

Ammos
Located in the city of Agios Nikolaos, It is a long beach
which starts near the city's marina, at Nearchou Street.
It runs near the stadium of the town and extends to the
south. The part near marina is a beautiful beach with
umbrellas, sunbeds, showers, watersports, restaurants
and hotels around it. It is located near the city center
and its stores. The water is shallow, ideal for little kids
and the sea is usually flat.
Distance: 28km
GPS: 35.187070, 25.715973
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Day Trips
The neighbourhood

Milatos Cave
3,700 women and children sought refuge here after
escaping the fierce troops of Hassan Pasha in
1823. After a long siege and a forced surrender,
they were massacred by the Turks. Stalactites and
stalagmites abound in the cave. A chamber in its
southern part harbours a chapel wherein a mass is
celebrated once a year, on the feast day of Agios
Thomas in commemoration of the massacred
Cretans. On your way, do not miss the amazing
sights.
Distance: 8.3km
GPS: 35.308285, 25.578121

Archeological Site of Malia
The Palace in the center of the site is the 3rd
largest in Crete and spreads over 7500 sqm.
Sarpedon is believed to have ruled the palace, he
was brother of Minos, the legendary king of the
Minoan empire, and son of Zeus, the king of all
gods, and Princess Europa. It has undergone
significant excavation and is now protected by a
large structure to preserve it. Guided visits are
available on site.
Distance: 4.8km
GPS: 35.293569, 25.491984
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Agios Georgios Selinari Monastery
Located in the gorge of Selinari, it was built during
the second Byzantine era. The icon of Saint
George, the protector of travellers, is considered to
be miraculous and is a traditional destination of
worship for passer-bys. You can enjoy the peace
and spiritual atmosphere or just admire the
beautiful architecture, the gardens full of flowers,
the great view down to the valley and the famous
griffon vultures living high above the mountain or
flying out in the wind. The monastery has a beautiful
legend about its name and patron saint.
You will hear about it during your visit.
Distance: 6.7km
GPS: 35.284734, 25.540784

Olive Mill
The Lyrakis family opens the doors of their mill to
show you not only how olive oil is made, but also
honey, raki, wine and even soap! They called their
guided visit the “Olive Oil Festival” it is available
every Tuesday and Friday. The tickets include the
visit, a tasting of the products, a meal and
entertainment in the form of musicians and dancers
in traditional Cretan music.
+30 284 108 9870
www.lyrakisfamily.gr
Distance: 1.3km
GPS: 35.290893, 25.530976

18

Hersonissos Area
Hersonissos
Officially named Limenas Hersonissou (“Port of Hersonissos”), because it was once the harbour
of the village of Αno Hersonissos (“Upper Hersonissos”), now known as Old Hersonissos.
Sandy, busy beaches and ancient ruins invite travelers to Hersonisos, a one-time Roman port
on the island of Crete. This is a family-friendly place, with plenty of activities for kids. The
Lychnostatis Open Air Museum gives you the chance to explore the trades and lifestyles of
early islanders. Exhibits include a herbarium, olive oil and wine presses and workshops on
ceramics, shoe making and weaving. The local aquarium (Aquaworld and Reptile Rescue
Center), with a friendly staff, showcases local sea creatures. The city is also known for its
nightlife, with many bars and nightclubs to suit every taste.
Distance: 14.8km
GPS: 35.314152, 25.395008

Saint George Church
A beautiful small church opened for ceremonies or
religious events. This picturesque chapel has
magnificent view across the bay of Hersonissos.
Easy accessed from a country road, while later on
the pilgrims cross a paved road through Knossos
Hotel.The visitors must contact the
priest John Tzevabina to visit.
+30 289 702 1822 or +30 289 702 7400
Distance: 19.1km
GPS: 35.337250, 25.386566
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Beach Bars
Can you imagine a more romantic setting than
sitting on candlelit bean bags on the beach, your
feet being brushed by the water with some nice
music playing in the background? Several bars in
Hersonissos now offer this amazing experience.
Distance: 15.4km
GPS: 35.318200, 25.391889

Koutouloufari, Piskopiano & Old
Hersonissos
The villages above Hersonissos are known for
being the face of traditional Greece; small villages
with roads barely large enough to fit a single car
and numerous little shops on both sides selling a
wide variety of handmade souvenirs like wooden
carvings, paintings, ceramic items or cretan knives.
These villages are even more beautiful in the
evening with their lights completing the atmosphere.
Distance:15.3km
GPS: 35.306408, 25.392603

Atrium (Restaurant)
Just before the well, at the end of Koutouloufari
you will find the garden restaurant Atrium; it offers
an amazingly calm ambiance and great food. We
recommend the fresh pasta.
+30 289 702 9489
Distance: 15.5km
GPS: 35.307052, 25.389574
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Lasithi Plateau
Krasi Village
Situated at 600m of altitude, Krasi is a traditional
village at the foot of Selena mountain. At the
entrance, visitors can see the huge plane tree
(2400 years old) and the water fountains that flow
potable water. There, the women of the village used
to wash their clothes in the past. The waters come
from Selena’s mountain range and flow all year
round. A walk in the picturesque narrow streets of
Krasi, where stone-built houses of Cretan
architecture and well-preserved historic churches
are found, is enough for the visitors to experience
at first hand the warmth and hospitality of the local
residents. There are also several cafes and
traditional tavernas that are famous for their
traditional dishes cooked in wood ovens.
Distance: 17.5 km
GPS: 35.233971, 25.469622

Kera Monastery
It is believed that the establishment of the
monastery is connected with the miraculous icon of
Virgin Mary, after which it takes its name (Kera
means Our Lady), which is today located in the
Church of San Alfonso in Rome. The icon was
drawn by San Lazaro and depicts Virgin Mary
holding Jesus. The stories say that during the
iconoclastic Era, this icon was moved to
Constantinople, but
returned back miraculously.
Distance: 19.9km
GPS: 35.224380, 25.461741
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Homo Sapiens Museum
Just before you reach the plateau, you will find the
Homo Sapiens museum and it’s beautiful white
windmills on the left hand side. The view from the
museum of the valley below is simply incomparable
and is well worth the stop. The museum itself
represents, in a humoristic manner, the
advancements of mankind since the stone age.
Distance: 21.9km
GPS: 35.215483, 25.461098

The plateau of Lassithi
Lassithi plateau is famous for its windmills of white
cloth; the plateau stands at over 800m of altitude
making it one of the highest inhabited points
around the mediterranean. It is often referred to as
“the garden of Crete”, as it produces most of the
fresh vegetables on the island, or as the “valley of
10,000 windmills” as the windmills cover the lands
pumping fresh water from the ground to water
crops and fields.
Distance: 23.6km
GPS: 35.204076, 25.454962

Cafe Kronio (Restaurant)
There are many restaurants on the plateau but
none are as recommended as the family held
restaurant Kronio. Christine and Vasilis showcase
some of the best food on the island and use only
the freshest local ingredients. We recommend their
Saganaki and their baked traditional dishes in
general. If you want to go for a hike; have a chat
with Vasilis, he organises hikes to let you discover
the hidden gems that Lassithi has to offer.
+30 284 402 2375
Distance: 28.2km
GPS: 35.198257, 25.488627

22

Lasinthos Eco-Park
In Lasinthos you will learn of the Greek traditional
fabrication techniques for candles, pottery, weaving
and even wood carving. All are showcased by a
master craftsman or craftswoman who still works
using the ancient techniques. You can also buy
traditional Greek teas made from local leaves
collected around the plateau.
+30 284 408 9101-8
www.lasinthos.gr
Distance: 30.7km
GPS: 35.161876, 25.487545

Cave of Zeus (Psychro)
The cave spreads over approximately 2200 sqm
and is only accessible by foot or donkey from the
village of Psychro. The cave has been connected
to the mythology and religion in greece since 2800
BC. The tale that tends to remain the most is that
the cave was the birthplace of the mighty god
Zeus. The cave still holds an altar and many
interestingly shaped rocks that resemble humans
or animals that were used as elements of worship
over the centuries.
Distance: 34.1km
GPS: 35.162648, 25.445275
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Spinalonga

Plaka
Plaka used to be a tiny fishing village and only
a few years ago was frequented only by a few
individualistic travellers. This has changed and
a number of hotels and tavernas have sprung
up offering fantastic fresh fish, but it is still a
really nice and quiet place and will hopefully
remain so for a few more years. The village
boasts some of the most beautiful views on the
bay of Elounda and the island of Spinalonga.
It also has a beach of pebbles.
Distance: 31.6km
GPS: 35.299654, 25.727418

Ostria Taverna
Located at the very end of Plaka, the Tavern Ostria
specialises in fresh seafood and offers an amazing
view on Spinalonga Island and the sea. Between
courses, you can simply get up and in just a few
steps find yourself in the turquoise sea. This is the
perfect place to wait for the boat to Spinalonga or
to rest after the trip. We strongly recommend you
ask your waiter what fish they have of fresh. Our
favorite is barbounia.
+30 284 104 1530
Distance: 31.4km
GPS: 35.301226, 25.726985
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Spinalonga Island
The island of Spinalonga has a rich history, so rich in fact that the island wasn’t even an island
to begin with. It was carved out of Crete by the Venetian in order to transform it into a fortress
where to produce valuable salt. It then became a leper quarantine colony and even served as
an airbase during WW2. The island itself is beautiful and there are no limitations as to where
you can go. You are free to roam and explore the ruins however you wish. Boat transfers are
available
every 30 minutes from Plaka & Elounda. The last
boat leaves Plaka at 5pm and it is taking only
7 minutes to cross the bay of Kolokytha.
Distance: 31.7km
GPS: 35.296765, 25.738226
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Agios Nikolaos

The lovely serene little town of Agios Nikolaos is the cosmopolitan capital of the prefecture of
Lassithi. It’s most beautiful area is most definitely it’s lake and port buzzing with restaurants,
fishermen and cafes. We strongly recommend visiting the town on foot and enjoy its beautiful
scenery.The lake is fantastic at night with all the lights reflecting into it.
Distance: 28km
GPS: 35.190840, 25.718895

Piato Restaurant - Agios Nikolaos
One of the best retstaurants in Crete, Piato will
delight you with homemade food and breathtaking
views. Either you will choose a seafood or a grill
dish, you will not forget the gastronomic
experience and for sure you will want to come
back.
+30 2841 023 173
Distance: 26.9 km
GPS: 35.197458, 25.712581
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Heraklion
Fortress
Stand inside the Fortress and look out across the
Heraklion harbor just as sentries who guarded the
city from attack over 500 years ago would have
done. Visit the soldiers’ barracks and prison and
see where the cannons were positioned to fire
upon approaching enemy vessels. Don’t miss the
impressive marble reliefs depicting St. Mark’s lion,
the symbol of Venice, on three of the walls of the
fortress.
Distance: 43km
GPS: 35.344757, 25.136882

Old Center
Heraklion is a large town filled with shops, cafes &
monuments for you to enjoy. We recommend
visiting the pedestrian streets on foot, enjoying the
atmosphere and getting a little lost in the maze that
is this city. We guarantee you will love it!
Distance: 44.3km
GPS: 35.339700, 25.133777

Archaeological Museum
This state-of-the-art museum is one of the largest
and most important in Greece. The two-storey
revamped 1930s Bauhaus building makes a
gleaming showcase for artefacts spanning 5500
years from Neolithic to Roman times, including a
Minoan collection of unparalleled richness.
Distance: 42.8km
GPS: 35.338924, 25.136995
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Mare Restaurant
This restaurant is set just on the edge of the sea
and has some magnificent views of the island of
Dia, the fortress and the sea. The food is high end
and highly recognised by tourists and locals alike.
We recommend a plate of seafood.
Distance: 43.5km
GPS: 35.342356, 25.130309

Knossos Palace
The archaeological site of Knossos arouses awe
and respect to visitors who comes into direct
contact with history by “travelling” in the depths of
time, reviving and experiencing the magnificence
and glory of the Minoan civilization. We
recommend getting there early in the morning or
late afternoon to beat the crowds from tour-busses.
Distance: 45.1km
GPS: 35.298045, 25.163083

Ippokampos Restaurant
This traditional Cretan restaurant focuses on sea
food and is located right outside the venetian
fortress of Heraklion. It has a gorgeous view of the
fortress and the sea. The mezze are absolutely
fantastic, they will delight your taste buds.
Distance: 43.2km
GPS:35.342951, 25.133763
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West Crete

Rethymnon
The old town is one of the nicest attractions for
visitors to Crete, who have the ability to roam in
the past. The town with the quaint streets and the
beautiful monuments reserves its Venetian and
Ottoman hues, as it was not altered by the modern
era. In contrast to Heraklion and Chania,
Rethymnon preserved mainly a Greek
Renaissance character, as most nobles during the
Venetian Period were Greeks.
Distance: 119km
GPS: 35.364365, 24.482060

Arkadi Monastery
Arkadi is certainly the most historic monastery of
Crete and has become the most sacred symbol of
the Struggle of the Cretans for Freedom. Around
the monastery there are several picturesque
chapels and from there starts the beautiful Arkadi
gorge. The surrounding buildings offer art exhibits.
Distance: 199km
GPS: 35.309913, 24.628951
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Lake Kournas
Kournas Lake is the only freshwater lake in Crete.
The lake is in a beautiful landscape, lying in a
valley

among

the

hills,

about

4

km

from

Georgioupolis. It is relatively small, with a length of

1,087 m and a breadth of 880 m, lies 20m above
the sea level. It is an ideal place for an afternoon walk or a day trip. Many people like to have an
afternoon picnic there. The landscape is lovely and relaxing, whether you want to go for a walk
in the countryside, watch the ducks and feed them, swim or ride a pedalo on the lake. The lake
is fed by streams from the nearby mountains and hills, whose underground courses are
interrupted by the local bedrock on the way to the sea. Enjoy a meal in one of the many
tavernas and cafeterias at Kournas Lake, where you can eat beside the lake and enjoy the
lovely view.
The tavernas offer traditional Cretan dishes and it’s worth trying the “apaki” (smoked pork) or the
kid, a local specialty.
If you visit Lake Kournas in winter or spring, remember that the lake rises as far as the steps
down from the road, so the beaches disappear.
Distance: 142 km
GPS: 35.332525, 24.279790

Balos & Gramvousa
Balos is famous for its turquoise waters, the wild
natural beauty and the beautiful exotic scenery.
The lagoon of Balos has white sand and exotic
white, vivid blue and turquoise waters. The sea is
very shallow and warm, ideal for young children. In
many places the sand has a lovely pinkish color,
because of millions of crushed shells. Beyond the
rocks at the boundaries of the lagoon, the water is
deeper and colder, ideal for snorkeling.
Distance: 227km
GPS: 35.582161, 23.588847
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Olive trees of Vouves
Probably one of the oldest olive trees in the world, the oldest olive trees in Vouves still produces
olives today.
The exact age of the tree cannot be determined but while tree ring analysis demonstrated the
tree to be at least 2000 years old and on the other end of the scale, scientists from the
University of Crete have estimated it to be 4,000 years old. In October 2009, the Olive Tree
Museum of Vouves was inaugurated in a nearby small but pretty 19th-century house, displaying
the traditional tools and process of olive cultivation. The only bad part is that all the information
is in greek language only. Branches from the tree were used to weave victors' wreaths for the
winners of the 2004 Athens Olympics and the 2008 Beijing Olympics. A second old olive tree
exist close to the museum, his age is estimated at more than 1000 years old. A small stop for
those who love historical and cultural holidays.
You can also enjoy the food of the restaurant nearby, you will not regret it.
Distance: 202km
GPS: 35.487223, 23.786868
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South Crete
Ierapetra
The most famous attraction of the city is definitely
the Venetian fortress Kalés, located at the
entrance of the old harbor. It was built in the 13th
century and is now used for cultural events. A walk
along the beachside road in the afternoon to the
fort is a “must”.
Distance: 56.7km
GPS: 35.011749, 25.741536

Chrissi Island
Chrissi means 'golden' and refers to the stunning
sand on the beaches of this islet. This small,
uninhabited, low-lying island is 7 km by 2 km and
only 30 metres, at its highest point. The rocky
island has many beaches visited from spring to
autumn by water craft and tour boats.
Distance: 58.3km + 1h boat
GPS: 34.878147, 25.698927

Santorini
Santorini is the idea of “Greece” by excellence, it is the image of Greece that is always shown in
movies and it is often what people imagine the whole country is like, with these white and blue
houses and fantastic sights. Trips can be purchased to spend a day or two on Santorini, you
can grab a boat from Heraklion early in the morning and return on the same boat in the evening.
Tour guides also organise a trip around the island for you to see as much as possible of this
little piece of paradise as possible. Travel agencies offer two options: fast & standard boats.
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Markets
The old market (1866 street)
The locals know it as “the old market” or
simply “the market” (Agora). This was the
central market of the city, with small grocery
stores lined up throughout the narrow street,
showcasing their products on outdoor
benches. As the tourist industry grew now you
will also find several souvenir shops, Cretan
herbs and mountain tea, spices, fruit and vegetables, good quality cheeses, local meat, “greek
style” leather sandals, various clothes and accessories. Another new trend is the opening of
traditional style rakadika and taverns that transform into (very) loud outdoor clubs late at night.
So we can say that the old market has two faces: During the day it preserves the feeling of old
style Heraklion with historical scents and flavors; and during the night, it becomes an outdoor
exposition of the new "modern-folk" entertainment culture of Greeks. A bit further, in one of the
intersecting streets, you will find one of the oldest bakeries in town, the fish market and finally
the lovely Turkish Sebil, where the taxi station also is.
Distance: 44,6km
GPS: 35.338564, 25.133144

The fish market (intersecting
the old market – 1866 street)
When you walk up the old market of
Heraklion, just before you reach the Turkish
Sebil, you will feel the intense scent
of…sea! If your nose can handle it, enter the
fish market lane and check out the fresh fish
of the day, coming straight from the Cretan sea. Here you can discover what you can eat from
the creatures you saw in Cretaquarium! Apart from the fresh fish of the day, which might not be
interesting to most visitors, in the same lane you will find small fish taverns where you can
actually taste what you see. These small taverns are some of the best places in town for raki or
wine combined with fish and seafood.
Distance: 44.9km
GPS: 35.336797, 25.133247
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The open air organic market (Georgiadis Park)
This market was the result of an initiative of local organic producers who wanted to promote
their products to the city people! Today it has been embraced by many locals who support it and
fits perfectly with the “alternative vibes” of Georgiadis Park. Here you can find a selection of
local organic fruit and vegetables, handpicked sea salt, honey, olives, etc. It is organized every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday throughout the year, from 10am to 3pm.

The open air market of Pateles
Starting early in the morning until about 2pm,
the open market of Pateles is a sight on its
own. This is because here you will not only find
great stuff to shop, but you will also experience
the melting pot of Heraklion society: Gypsies
selling clothes and villagers selling their
products, classy ladies checking out imitations
of expensive brands, and family guys doing
their weekly shopping. The fame of Pateles market has reached the tourist industry and it has
become common to see passengers of cruise ferries wandering around with maps in their
hands. Apart from the typical local fruit and vegetables, you will also find spices, dairy products,
olives, herbs and honey at very good prices. The clothing section is also interesting! The first
thing that will cross your mind is that everything you see is bad quality or fake (and in some
cases it is true). However, most clothes you see are last season’s, sold to gypsies by the kilo
and many come from popular (and expensive) stores. Of course, that doesn’t mean that you will
not see imitations of popular brands, but the experienced eye of regular shoppers have learned
to tell the difference!
The rule here is that there is no rule: every time you come here will be new benches with new
products. If you get hungry there are several canteens selling souvlaki and sandwiches and an
ice cream cart wanders around the market sections. To sum up, the open market of Pateles is a
lively community that assembles once a week, on Saturdays that has its own “cultural
geography”. You can find similar markets on Tuesdays in Irodotou Street, in Alikarnassos close
to the airport and on Wednesdays on Paraskevopoulou Str. close to Panagitsa in Mastampas.
Distance: 43,3km
GPS: 35.331567, 25.140727
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Night out
New York Beach Club
(Hersonissos)
New York was amongst the first nightclub to open
in Hersonissos over 30 years ago and still remains
one of the most appreciated party places for
tourists and locals alike.
Distance: 15.4km
GPS: 35.318485, 25.391627

Palm Beach Club (Hersonissos)
Palm Beach Club is the new hot place to be in
Hersonissos Crete. It was founded and created in
june 2012. It is the only open air beach club for
day and night in the heart of the city. Just a few
feet away from the beautiful beach of Hersonissos,
just above the port-side road. Billiard tables are
also available.
Distance: 15.3km
GPS: 35.316824, 25.392535

Alexandros Roof Garden
(Agios Nikolaos)
If you want a fun night out then do try Alexandros
Roof Gardens, beautiful views of the lake and
surrounding areas. It boasts music from the 60’s to
the late 90’s; great fun all around.
Distance: 27.4km
GPS: 35.191141, 25.718631
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Boats and yacht trips
Argo - rent boats, yachts and
water sports
They provide b
 oat rental, luxury yachts hire,

sea safari sea taxi, fishing trips, amazing
excursions, water sports & V.I.P. Services. If
you don’t have a licence and you would like to
go on private without a captain, you can do it
also, they rent also “no licence required” boats.
+30 6
 940 968 151

Distance: 15.9 km
GPS: 35.322558, 25.392011

Fantasia Yachting
A cruise with their luxurious sailing boat
will offer you an unforgettable
experience. They can cruise to almost
every island in the Aegean Sea and the
cruise depends on the desire of the
guests.
Furthermore, there are two fixed
destinations. The first one is “One Day Exclusive Cruise to Dia Island” where everyone can
swim, go snorkeling and fishing in Dia’s crystal blue water. Lunch and free time to explore the
island and sunbathing and swimming are provided.
The second fixed destination is a “Sunset Cruise to Chersonissos Bay Area” where everyone
has the opportunity to admire the picturesque bay of Saint George, dive into the crystal waters
and of course enjoy the amazing cretan summer sunset. At this time, they will offer you local
cretan wine.
For all the cruises, the captain, linen, towels and end-cleaning products are included in the
price.
+30 6977 458 888
Distance: 16km
GPS: 35.322384, 25.393283
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Wellness and Spa
Aura Spa

If you need to disconnect from the world and focus on your well-being, you should know that
Aura Spa is located on the property of Ikaros Beach Luxury Resort and it is open for all the
visitors in Crete. You can enjoy complete relaxation and rejuvenation treatments in one of the
most appreciated Spa of the island. There you will find an indoor swimming pool and a fully
equipped gym; there is also a sauna and steam area offering views of Crete with ample natural
sunlight streaming in. You can spoil yourself or a loved one at the hairdressing salon and
choose one of the elegantly decorated, single or double massage rooms.
Children up to 16 years old are allowed to the area of Spa and Indoor pool from 10:00h to
12:00h if they are accompanied by their parents.
+30 28970 31268
Distance: 8.7 km
GPS:35.291487, 25.448667
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Contact Information
Villa Aphrodite
Office & Reservations: +30 694 051 3274
Regis:
+30 690 823 3207
Gabriela:
+30 694 976 6733
Gaetan:
+44 783 732 4564
Mail:
aphrodite@familymougel.eu

Emergency Services
Police:
100
Firemen:
199
Ambulance: 166

Assistance
Dentist (Gentle Dental): +30 289 702 9541, www.gentledentalabroad.com
Medical Center Malia: +30 289 702 5141, www.cretanmedicare.gr
GPS coordinates: 35.287280, 25.461880
Touristic police: +30 284 109 1409, www.astynomia.gr
Police station: +30 284 109 0813, www.astynomia.gr
Coast guard emergencies: 108, www.hcg.gr
Customs office: +30 284 102 229, https://portal.gsis.gr
Taxi Sissi: +30 697 656 7944
Local bus station: +30 284 102 2234
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